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Letter  from  Bishop  McCabe, 


En  IiOUTp:,  Marcli  3cl,  1899. 

Dear  Dr.  Butler: 

Your  article  read  at  the  Twenty-fifth  Anniversary  of 
the  Mission  should  be  published.  It  is  au  admirable  set¬ 
ting*  forth  of  the  work  done  in  twent\*-five  years,  and  its 
publication  would  be  useful  to  the  Mission  itself  and  to 
the  Church  in  the  United  States. 

Publish  it  in  English  as  well  as  Spanish,  so  that  it  may 
have  a  wide  circulation. 

Yoiirs  faithtully, 

C.  C.  McCabe. 
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GENERAL  PORFIRIO  DIAZ 

President  of  Mexico. 


THE  MISSIONARY  SOCIETY 

IN  MEXICO. 


In  1872  g-roat  inissioiiarv  ciitluTsiasiii,  stirred  our  l)e- 
lov'ed  Cliiireli.  Notwithstanding  tlie  Missionary  Society  had 
])revioiisly  estal)lished  fil'teen  foreign  missions,  in  South 
America,  Europe,  Africa,  and  tlic  great  Emjiires  of  the 
East,  besides  twent\'-nine  domestic  missions  in  the  United 
States,  and  had  made  provision  to  assist  'weak  points  in 
sixty-eight  of  tlie  Annual  Conferences;  yet,  under  the 
inspiration  of  that  God-given  enthusiasm,  it  was  decided 
to  establish  missions  in  Mexico  and  in  Japan. 

Hence,  on  the  records  of  the  General  Committee  for 
November  14tli,  1872,  we  find  the  following  minute: 

«Mexico  was  next  called,  and  on  the.  recommendation  of 
the  Bishop,  .$10,000  was  appropiated  for  the  ('stablish- 
ment  of  missions  in  Mexico.® 

In  the  Providence  of  God  it  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  same 
Bishop  to  appoint,  as  Superintendent  in  Mexico,  the  same 
man  he  had,  sixteen  years  before,  appointed  to  India. 
The  Bishop  was  our  American  Chrysosthom,  the  lamented 
Matthew  Simpson,  who  in  1884,  was  translated  to  service 
above.  The  Superintendent  was  one  Avell  known  to  most 
of  you,  Avho  now  in  age  and  feebleness,  patiently  awaits 
the  will  of  God  at  his  quiet  home  in  Newton  Centre,  IMas- 
sachusctts. 


The  Superintendent  could  not  immediately  leave  for 
his  new  ])ost,  and  Bishop  Gilbert  Haven,  also  of  blessed 
memory,  was  requested  by  Bishop  Simpson  to  visit 
iMexico  at  once,  in  order  to  examine  certain  properties  in 
the  city  of  Mexico  and  in  Puebla,  at  the  earliest  jjossible 
moment.  Bishop  Haven  was  a  ])asseng'er  on  the  tirst 
througdi  train  from  the  port  of  Vera  Cruz  to  Mexico  City, 
and  reached  this  city  on  Christmas  Day  of  that  year. 

On  the  21st  day  of  the  following- February,  Rev.  Dr. 
AVilliam  Butler,  with  his  wife  and  three  children,  reached 
IMexico.  A  few  weeks  later  this  building-  in  which  we 
are  now  assembled  was,  in  a  most  providential  way,  se¬ 
cured.  As  you  may  know,  it  is  a  jiart  of  tlie  first  convent 
built  by  the  Franciscans  upon  the  American  continent, 
and  occupies  the  very  site  of  the  pleasure  palace  of  Moc- 
tezuma.  After  the  seqiiestration  of  tin- ]n-oi)erty  by  the 
civil  authorities,  tliis  j)atio,  converted  into  a  hall,  was 
usedoccasionally  asa  circus,  a  theatreand  latei-on  as  a  con¬ 
gress  hall,  and  finally  reverted  to  the  Chiarini  circiis. 
The  party  last  using-  it  failed  about  the  time  our  Super¬ 
intendent  arri\  ed,  and  very  soon  it  came  into  the  pos¬ 
session  of  the  IMissionary  Society  of  the  IMethodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church.  After  being-  reno\  ated  and  adapted,  the 
(-l  urch  was  solemnly  dedicated  to  the  service  of  Almighty 
God  on  Christmas  day  1873,  the  tirst  Methodist  Church 
in  the  Republic  of  Mexico. 

That  w'as  a  happy  as  well  as  historic  day  for  our  people, 
for  our  Society  in  the  States,  and,  Ave  may  venture  to 
add,  for  the  A-ery  angels  in  HeaA-en.  Many  times  since, 
all  concerned  have  had  occasion  to  rejoice,  in  this  Aery 
spot,  once  the  centre  of  dark  and  mysterious  but  noAV  for¬ 
gotten  crimes  and  ceremonies;  rejoice,  Ave  add,  over 
souls  brought  into  the  light  and  liberty  of  the  sons  of 
God. 

The  ai>propriation  of  $14,000  gold  by  the  Missionary 
Society  Avas  supplemented  by  a  gift  of  $5,000  from  the 
lamented  Washington  De  Painv  of  NeAV  Albany,  Indiana, 
and  other  amounts  receiA'ed  through  Bishop  Simpson.  No 
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only  tills  property  but  the  property  in  Puebla  was  seciired 
and  fitted  up  for  church  and  school  purposes.  That  in 
Puebla  was  a  portion  of  the  covered  way  to  the  Inquisi¬ 
tion  of  Santo  Doniinj^’o. 

While  preparing’  the  Puebla  property  for  iise,  w’e  dis¬ 
covered  two  human  beings  wdilch  had  been  walled  up 
each  ill  a  standing  position.  From  the  patio  cart-loads 
of  human  bones  were  carried  awav  for  us  by  the  city 
authorities.  For  the  awful  stories  which  the  contents  of 
these  cells  and  that  pit  could  tell,  we  must  wait  until  the 
judgement  day. 

By  the  close  of  IS 78  the  Missionary  Society  had  con¬ 
tributed  to  the  work  in  the  Mexican  field  the  sum  of 
<$142,277  in  gold.  We  had  then  eiglit  American  mis- 
.sionaries,  three  of  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary 
Society,  sixteen  native  workers  of  all  classes,  514  members 
and  probationers,  3!)5  day  scholars  and  535  Sabbath  school 
scholars.  Our  jn-operfies,  located  in  IMexico,  Puebla, Pa- 
chuca  and  Miraflores  were  then  worth  about  $65,000  in 
Mexican  currency.  At  that  time  gold  was  onh^  at  a 
slight  premium,  and  our  exchanges  sold  at  from  2%  to 
20%  during  those  preliminary  years. 

Mexico,  however,  Avas  on  the  heart  of  our  Cluirch  in 
the  United  States,  and  the  earnest  pleading  of  our  repre¬ 
sentatives  here  and  there,  found  as  hearty  a  response  as 
Avas  ever  received  bv  am'  foreign  mission  from  the  home 
Church.  Hence,  Ave  find  that  in  the  five  years  folloAving, 
the  IMissionary  Society  gaA-e  $145,159  gold  and  that  Ave 
had  in  the  Mission  eight  foreign  missionaries,  six  ladies 
of  the  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society;  forty-six 
native  Avorkers,  935  members  and  probationers,  676  day 
scholars,  710  Sabbath  school  scholars,  and  property  to  the 
A'alue  of  $147,935,  or  more  than  half  the  amount  sent 
into  the  field  by  the  Missionary  Society.  During  that 
period,  chiefly  through  the  personal  efforts  of  our  Super¬ 
intendent,  our  Mission  Press  Avas  established. 

During  the  next  five  years  the  Missionary  Society  ap¬ 
propriated  for  the  needs  of  our  groAving’  Avork  the  sum  of 


$■220,889,  gold,  in  appreciation  of  tlie  advance  made  by 
tlie  Mission.  They  supported  ten  foreign  missionaries. 
The  Woman’s  Foreign  Missionary  Society  supported 
seven  lady  missionaries,  and  both  societies  liad  ninty-one 
native  workers.  We  increased  to  2,004  members  and 
probationers.  Our  schools  matriculated  1,0  83  children, 
and  our  Sunday  Schools  had  a  membership  of  1,295.  <.)ur 
property  was  then  valued  at  .$244,250,  still  about  one-half 
of  the  entire  amount  appropriated  by  the  Parent  Society 
during  the  entire  history  of  the  Mission.  Though  our 
Annual  Conference  was  organized  during  this  period 
(1885)  this  did  not  alter  our  relations  to  the  Missionary 
Society. 

Five  years  later,  i.  e.  1893,  w’e  find  that  the  Society 
had  appropriated  us  .$227,450  gold.  Ten  missionaries 
represented  the  Missionarv  Society  and  eight  the  Woman’s 
Society.  Our  members  and  probationers  grew  to  3,085; 
our  day  school  childreu  numbered  3,253,  and  our  Sunday 
School  membership  was  1,787.  Our  properties  were 
valued  at  ,$350,500. 

By  the  close  of  1898,  when  we  date  the  twenty-fifth 
anniversary  of  the  Mexico  Mission,  we  find  that  our  noble 
Society  has  added  to  its  previous  generous  appropriations 
$253,913  gold,  making  a  grand  total  of  .$1,039,694  in  gold 
which  the  Missionary  Society  has  sent  to  Mexico,  for  the 
purpose,  as  declared  in  the  First  Article  of  its  Constitution, 
«to  diffuse  more  generally  the  blessings  of  education  and 
Christianity.*  Add  to  this$447,31  1,  given  by  the  AVoman’s 
Foreign  Missionary  Society  and  the  amounts  given  by  the 
Sunday  School,  Tract  and  Educational  Societies,  as  well  as 
the  personal  donations  of  such  noble  laymen  as  AA^ashington 
De  Pauw,  the  Remington  Brothers,  John  D.  Flint,  J.  AI. 
Na^dor,  Phillip  Reynolds,  Isaac  T.  Goodnow^  and  others,  we 
reach  the  magnificent  sum  of  over  a  million  and  a  half  of 
dollars  in  gold  (.$1,532,005);  which,  during  the  first 
twenty-five  years  of  our  history  as  a  Mission,  our  beloved 
Methodism  has  freely  contributed  to  the  cause  of  God 
in  Alexico.  In  this  period  too,  in  1894  the  General  Mis- 
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sionary  Coinniirtce  otticially  reeoyiiized  our  medical  work 
by  making*  the  first  appropriation  toward  its  support  tliough 
the  Board  had  granted  a  small  amount  from  the  Coutingeiit 
Fund,  to  assist  in  the  piirchase  of  medicines  in  1893. 

We  have  enjoyed  twenty  Pllpiscopal  visits,  and  in  the 
following  order:  Haven  1873,  Simi)son  1874.  Merrill  1878, 
Harris  1880,  Andrews  1882,  Warren  1 884,  Harris  (second 
time)  188;'),  Foster  1880,  Hurst  1887,  Bowman  1888, 
Walden  1889,  Mallalieu  1890,  Ninde  1891,  Fowler  1892, 
Foss  1893,  Fitz  Gerald  1894,  Joyce  189.'),  Newman  1890, 
Fitz  Gerald  (second  time)  1897,  and  third  time  1898,  and 
now  rejoice  in  the  presence  of  our  beloved  ]\IcCal)e.  The 
annual  meeting  of  the  Mission  iu  1879  was  presiiled  over  by 
Dr.  Win.  Butler,  those  of  1881  and  1883  by  Kev.  C.  W.  Drees. 

In  1878  we  were  visited  by  Secretary  Dashiell,  whose 
eloquence  stirred  the  hearts  of  our  people.  In  188;)  John 
]M.  Phillips,  the  Treasurer  of  the  Society,  who  gave  wise 
counsel  in  the  administration  of  affairs,  visited  us.  The 
.Society  authorized  the  visit  of  Dr.  T  B.  Wood  in  1882, 
and  of  Dr.  Thompson  in  1894;  both  Avere  from  South 
America.  They  were  heartily  greeted  and  did  much  good 
among  us.  In  1888  Secretary  Reid  and  the  Founder  ot  the 
Mission  accompanied  the  Bishop  and  they  brought  great 
comfort  and  cheer  to  us  all. 

They  also  remained  to  attend  the  First  General  Assembly 
of  Protestant  Workers  which  Avas  lieldin  our  church  immedi¬ 
ately  folloAving  the  Annual  Conference. 

In  the  early  part  of  1897  a  second  General  Assembly 
Avas  held  in  the  same  place  attended  by  Bishop  Jas.  N. 
Fitz  Gerald,  and  Dr.  S.  L.  Bakhvin,  Corresponding  Secretary 
of  the  Missionary  Society,  and  a  large  number  of  our 
Avorkers,  both  native  and  foreign. 

At  tills  second  Assembly  a  Committee  of  liefereuee  was 
appointed  to  Avhom  all  questions  of  difference  of  comity  and 
so  forth  may  be  referred  by  any  of  the  Protestant  Missions 
in  this  country.  The  Rev.  W.  H.  Sloan  of  the  Baptist  Mis¬ 
sion  is  the  Corresponding  Secretary  and  the  undersigned 
is  President. 
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During-  these  twenty-five  years  the  lioine  author¬ 
ities  Iiave  sent  us  thirt\’  missionaries,  all  of  whom,  with 
the  exception  of  two  have  had  tlieir  families  with  tlicm  as 
co-workers.  Tlie  Woman’s  Foreig-n  iNIissionary  Society  has 
sent  out  twenty-one  ladies.  Of  all  these,  representing- both 
Societies,  some  have  retired  for  health  or  other  reasons  six 
are  now  in  South  America,  and  three,  from  the  midst  of 
active  labors  here,  have  passed  to  their  reward  on  high. 
The  missionary  graves  of  Pachuca  and  Oaxaca  will  not 
soon  be  forgotten. 

Additional  to  all  this  money,  labor  and  wisdom,  our 
people  in  the  United  States  have  ever  given  us  their 
wannest  sympathy  and  their  most  earnest  prayers.  Many 
have  made  sacrifice  to  send  us  their  sons  aud  daugh¬ 
ters,  or  their  l)rothers  and  sisters.  The  love  of  Christ  has 
constrained  them.  And  what  have  we  to  show  for  all  the 
outlay  and  sacrifice  on  their  part? 

With  gratitude  we  contemplate  12.')  congregations 
representing  4,694  members  and  jirobationers,  and  the 
pastors  estimate  10,150  under  our  influence.  Last  year  we 
matriculated  4,056  in  our  day  scliools,  and  in  our  Sunday 
Schools  had  a  membershii)  of  2,876.  Our  churches,  par¬ 
sonages  and  schools  and  other  properties  have  a  valuation 
of  $478,125.  Should  we  take  into  account  the  market 
appreciation  in  values,  our  ]u-oi)erties  would  easily 
represent  over  half  a  million  dollars.  In  the  evangeliza¬ 
tion  of  this  country  our  IMission  Press  is  an  acknowledged 
power.  We  publish  weekly  the  Illustrated  Christian 
Advocate  also  our  Berean  Leaves  in  weekly  and  in 
quarterly  form.  We  have  published  in  Spanish  several 
editions  of  a  Methodist  Hymnal  with  and  without  music, 
the  Catechisms  Nos.  1,  and  2,  Hurst’s  Outlines  of  Church 
History,  Watson’s  Life  of  Wesley,  Life  of  Carvosso,  Life 
of  Hester  Ann  Pogers,  two  editions  of  Binney’s  Theologi¬ 
cal  Compend,  Beaudry’s  Spiritual  Struggles  of  a  Roman 
Catholic,  some  of  Wesley’s  Sermons,  Alden’s  Evidences  of 
Christianity,  Ernest  Richmond,  Record  of  a  Happy  Life,  four 
volumes  of  introduction  to  the  Bible,  text  books  of  different 
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kiirls,  ;i  larj>-(‘  varic'ty  of  tracts,  Suiulay  Scliool  cards, 
posters,  etc.  Last' year  we  published  nearly  four  luillioii 
Itag-es  of  relig'ious  literature  and  since  the  establishiiieut 
of  our  Mission  Press  we  have  sent  out  G8,844,<S4d  pages, 
as  so  inanv  «lcaves  of  the  tree  of  life  for  the  healin'*-  of 
the  nation.* 

Our  congregations  have  been  planted  in  the  Federal 
District  and  in  eight  States  of  the  Itepnblic,  so  that  the 
work  extends  from  the  town  of  Pozos  in  the  northern 
])art  of  the  State  of  Guanajuato  to  Tehuantepec  on  the 
Isthmus,  where  a  Methodist  Presiding  Elder  organized  a 
congregation  on  the  '20th  of  November  last.  Tiur  publica¬ 
tions,  ho’wever,  including  the  official  organ  of  the  church, 
go  into  every  State  of  the  Pepulilie,  and  reach  down  into 
Central  America,  which  was  by  the  last  General  Confer¬ 
ence  included  in  our  territory. 

The  Epworth  League  has  its  place  among  us,  and  as 
will  be  seen  in  a,  separate  paper,  is  accomplishing  great 
good.  Another  infallible  sign  of  vital  jiiety  ainoung  our 
people  is  their  willingness  to  contribute  towards  the 
supiiort  of  the  church.  Last  year  we  I'aised  $16,288  for 
support  of  schools  and  pastors,  and  $22,043  for  all  pur¬ 
poses.  If  we  deduct,  from  our  appropriation,  missionary 
salaries  and  allowances  for  properties,  we  find  that  this 
sum  is  more  tlian  one  fourth  the  running  expenses  of  the 
entire  Mission  for  1898. 

Better  still,  the  officers  of  our  IMissionary  Society  have 
long  since  had  proven  to  their  entire  satisfaction,  that 
Methodism  and  lier  distinctive  agencies  have  been  honored 
of  God  in  every  land  where  her  banner  has  been  unfurled. 
So  it  is  also  in  this  long  oppressed  but  now'  free  and  happy 
land.  Among  other  agencies  honored  has  been  the 
revival  service.  These  are  no  longer  an  experiment  with 
us.  But  they  are,  year  after  year,  becoming  more  freciuent 
and  useful  in  the  conversion  of  sinners  and  the  edification 
of  believers. 

As  we  now  enter  the  second  quarter  of  a  century’s 
history,  Ave  may  confidently  expect  the  best  possible  sup- 
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port  from  oiir  Missionary  Society.  As  the  church  at 
large  places  the  funds  at  the  disposal  of  the  Society, 
we  will,  if  we  remain  true  to  our  trust,  receive  our  just 
proportion. 

Let  us,  therefore,  resoh  e  to  improve  as  much  as  possible 
along'  every  line;  so  that  they  who,  years  hence  may 
celebrate  the  Golden  Anniversary  of  the  Methodist  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  in  Mexico,  may  have  reason  to  rejoice  over 
a  strong',  healthy,  pure  and  energetic  church,  au  honor  to 
God  and  a  power  in  the  land. 
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WILLIAM  BUTLER.  D  D. 


FOUNDER  OF  THE  MEXICO  MISSION 


NTERESTING  corvespoiulence between  the  Ib-esident  of 
the  Republic  and  the  Founder  ot'tlie  INIethodist  Mission 


^  in  Mexico. 


i»EWTON  Centre,  Massachu.setts. 

.January  9tl),  1899. 

To  General  Porfirio  Diaz, 

President  of  the  Mexican  Republic. 

Honored  Sir: 

I,  an  old  man  of  81  years,  send  you  this  greeting  by  the 
hand  of  inj'  friend,  the  Rev.  Bishop  Charles  C.  McCabe, 
an  honored  representative  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  The  kindness  tvliich,  in  the  past,  I  have  received 
at  your  hands,  makes  me  sure  of  your  cordial  reception  ot 
him. 

All  my  long  life  has  been  devoted  to  a  study  of  the 
conditions  of  the  nations  of  the  earth,  and  to  laboring-  for 
the  elevation  of  the  people  within  the  circle  of  my  in¬ 
fluence.  Since  18o4  my  attention  has  been  diawn  with 
special  interest  to  the  Mexican  Republic,  and  I  have  sym¬ 
pathized  with  its  struggles,  and  gloried  in  the  success  and 
peace  which  have  blessed  your  coxtntry.  On  my  first 
entrance  into  Mexico  T  observed  the  deplorable  state 
in  wliich  tlie  foreign  intervention  had  left  it,  and  now  I 
view  the  complete  establishment  of  a  strong  and  vigorous 
national  life  Avliich  is  rajudly  bringing  IMexico  to  the  place 
destined  for  her  by  God  among  the  prosperous  nations  ot 
the  world.  As  the  leader  of  the  sixteen  States  of  Latin 
America  site  has  marked  a  clear  path  towards  freedom  ot 
speech,  of  education,  ot  lilterty  of  conscience;  and  God 
is  abundantly  blessing  her  therefor. 
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To  you,  who  have  so  nobly  stootl  for  the  inaintainanee 
ot  your  grand  Constitution,  wlio  liave  led  your  countiy- 
ineii  in  the  paths  of  peace  and  prosperity,  who  have 
upheld  the  right  of  men  to  worshi|)  their  Creator  in  the 
manner  which  seems  right  to  their  consciences,  I  send 
the  greeting  of  tlie  Methodists  in  the  United  States  ot 
North  America,  and  also  of  those  INIexican  pc'ople  who  have 
found  their  way  to  God  through  tiiis  same  Church  and  who 
are  being  taught  by  her  to  love  their  native  land.  We 
wish  to  assure  you  of  our  united  and  constant  prayers  for 
you  as  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  the  Mexican  Republic.  May 
the  Eternal  Father  keep  and  guide  you  and  bring  you  at 
last  with  rejoicing’  into  His  glorious  presence.  And  for 
Mexico  we  ])ray  that  ])eace  and  prosperity,  together  with 
the  greatest  riches  of  all — the  knowledge  ot  God — may 
be  her  inheritance  until  the  end  of  time. 

With  assurances  of  my  iiighest  esteem, 

T  am.  Respectfully  Yours, 

WiLLiAjr  Bl:tler. 


(TnANSLATlOXh 

IMexico,  February  21,  1899. 

jMr.  William  Butler, 

Present. 

Esteemed  Sir: 

T  had  the  iileasure  of  a  visit  from  the  distinguished 
Bishop  Cliarles  IMcCabe,  and  from  his  lips  received  the 
affectionate  greetings  wherewith  you  favored  me.  I  find 
them  reiterated  in  the  letter  wherewith  you  were  pleased 
to  introduce  that  worthy  gentleman,  and  wherein  you  show 
your  kindness  by  statements  that  do  me  honor  respecting 
my  i)articipation  in  the  progress  of  this  country,  as 
esi)eciiilly  liaving  fallen  under  the  obseiA'ation  of  one  as 
enlightened  as  yourself. 

Very  highly  do  I  appreciate  your  courteous  words  and 
your  kindly  remembrance  as  well,  and  beg  to  remain. 
Your  attentive  servant  and  affectionate  triend, 

PouEiuio  Diaz. 
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